
Hebrew II 
 

© Charles Sunwood, Whitesburg Heritage Bible College, 2007 
Page 1 of 4 

 

Sentences in the Negatives 
 

}y") 
The word }y") is used to negate nouns and participles in Hebrew. 
The following are some examples of its usage. 

 
   .tiyab:B {iyam }y") 

There is no water in the house.  

 
.b"tOK r"pOSah }y") 

The scribe is not writing.  
 
The above examples show that the word }y") can be used in the beginning of any sentence in the 
present tense to change into negative. 
  

)ol 
The word )ol is used with perfect or imperfect, and is placed immediately before the verb. 
The following is an example of its usage. 

 
.hfrOTah-te) U(adfy )ol heL")ah {yiryi(fCah yi$fnA)fh 

These young men did not know the Law.  
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Pronomial Suffixes 
 

At the end of nouns, it is very common to attach suffixes to denote possessive cases.  These suffixes are 
called Pronomial Suffixes.  For example, in English, if you wanted to say a song that belongs to me, we 
normally say “my song.”  In this case, the following is true where the possessive pronoun is placed 
before the noun. 
 
 

 
my song 
 
 
 
possessive   noun 
  pronoun 

 
In Hebrew, possession can be expressed by attaching “pronomial” endings to nouns.  For example, the 
word for book in Hebrew is rep"s.  To say “my book,” one would add the 1st person singular ending 

(which is “yi ”) to the construct form of the noun to derive “my book.” 
 

yiryi$ = yi  + ryi$ 
 

 
       MY song            ending   noun 
           (suffix)          (in the construct form) 

 
 
The nouns with pronominal suffixes are considered definite nouns for obvious reasons. 
 
As it is seen above, the suffixes are attached to the construct form of nouns.  This means that the nouns 
will go through some vowel changes.  We will examine the construct state in Lesson 31.   
 
* Notice the feminine 3rd person singular case in the chart below.  It looks like the final h has a dagesh.  

Since h cannot take a dagesh, it must not be a dagesh.  It, therefore, is called mappiq.  This can be a 
good reminder that when one sees this, it, almost all the time, means “her _____.” 
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Suffixes attached to 
 
Singular nouns     Plural nouns 

 
Fem. Masc.

1c my 

2s your |" !:
3s his/her Hf O
1c our 

2pl your }ek: {ek:
3pl their }f {f

yi

Un"

 

Fem. Masc.

1c my

2s your |iya !ye
3s his/her fhye wyf
1c our 

2pl your }eky" {eky"
3pl their }ehy" {ehy"

ya

Uny"

 
 
        

Suffix Chart 
 
 

  Fem. Masc. 
 

  Fem. Masc. 

my horse yisUs  
my horses yasUs 

your horse |"sUs !:sUs  your horses |iyasUs !yesUs

her horse HfsUs OsUs  her horses fhyesUs wyfsUs

our horse Un"sUs  our horses Uny"sUs 

your horse }ek:sUs {ek:sUs  your horses }eky"sUs {eky"sUs

their horse }fsUs {fsUs  their horses }ehy"sUs {ehy"sUs
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 Fem. Masc.   Fem. Masc. 

my mare yitfsUs  my mares yatOsUs 
your mare |"tfsUs !:tfsUs  your mares |iyatOsUs !yetOsUs
her mare HftfsUs OtfsUs  her mares fhyetOsUs wyftOsUs
our mare Un"tfsUs  our mares Uny"tOsUs 
your mare }ek:tfsUs {ek:tfsUs  your mares }eky"tOsUs {eky"tOsUs
their mare }ftfsUs {ftfsUs  their mares }ehy"tOsUs {ehy"tOsUs

 
 
Here are some rules to remember.  These rules are obvious when one looks at the charts carefully. 
 

1. Suffixes are regular and do not change. 
2. Masculine plural endings are dropped. 
3. Feminine plural endings are retained. 
4. All of the suffixes for the plural nouns have y between the noun and the suffix.  This y is the 

element in the pronominal suffixes that let you know whether the noun is singular or plural 
(i.e., “his horse” or “his horses”). 

 


