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Comparisons of Attributive and Predicative Use of Adjectives 

large houses             {yilOd:g {yiTfB  

The houses are large.    {yilOd:g {yiTfBah 
 
the good men        {yibO=ah {yi$fnA)fh 
The men are good.       {yibO= {yi$fnA)fh 
 
 
 
Segolate nouns 
Nouns which generally have a segol under the second syllable and have an accent on the first 
syllable. 
 
Often, both the first and the second syllables contain the segol, though not always. Basically, 
segolate nouns form their plural by undergoing “propretonic reduction” and lengthening the 
second syllable when the plural endings are added to the word. 
 
For example, 
 
 

|elem   {yik fl :m 
         

 
    reduced  

                lengthened   
 

Tonic       Pretonic  Propretonic 
 
 
The word |elem is a segolate. When it is pluralized, however, the first vowel is reduced to shewa 
and the second vowel lengthens to qamets. This same pattern occurs for the following segolate 
nouns. 
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Plural Translation Singular  Plural Translation Singular 

{yibfrA( evening bere( masc. {yirf(:n youth, boy, child ra(an
{yidfl:y boy deley  {yilfx:n wadi, river laxan
{yirfb:G man rebeG  {yirf(:$ gate ra(a$
{yikfl:m king |elem  {yixfr:p bud, flower xarep
{yimfr:K vineyard {ereK  {yixfb:z sacrifice xabez
{yirfp:s book rep"s     
{yidfg:B garment degeB     
{yimf$:G rain {e$eG     
{yibfl:K dog beleK     

      
tO$fp:n soul, life $epen fem.    
tOcfrA) land jere)     
tOtfl:D door teleD     

 


