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1. When ais at the end of a word, how can I determine it is long or short so that I can 

determine the accent should be the acute or the circumflex? 
For example: The plural nominative form of dw:ron is dw:ra, why is it dw:ra 
instead of dwvra? It seems like a is short here. Another example is singular 
vocative form of  profhvthV, it is profh:ta instead of  profhvta.  Second 
declension Masculine Noun 
If a word has an acute accent on the antepenult – follow a[nqrwpoV (it is in the book). 
    an acute accent on the penult        -              lovgoV. 
    an acute accent on the ultima        -              uiJovV. 
    a circumflex on the penult            -              doul:oV 
Special rule: An acute accent on the ultima in the Nominative singular of second 
declension nouns changes to circumflex when the ultima becomes long except in the 
accusative plural.  See uiJoV. 
 
Second declension Neuter Noun 
Same as Masculine except Nominative singular, plural and Accusative plural. 
The plural ending a in second declension neuter nouns is always short. - dw:ron,                    

   iJerovn 
 
First declension Noun 
The acute accent on the ultima in the Nominative singular changes to circumflex 
when the ultima is long except in the Accusative. - grafhv 



All first declension nouns receive the circumflex on the ultima in the genitive and 
ablative plural no matter where the accent started in the nominative singular. 
The plural ending a in first declension nouns is always long. 
ajlhvqeia however is an exception: a following i is short in the Nominative singular 
and plural and Accusative singular, but everywhere else is long. 
 
2. How can I determine if it is long or short for an? For example, in basileivan, it is 

long so that the accent is the acute on the penult; while in glw:ssan, it is short so 
that the accent is the circumflex on penult. Is there a rule that the an should 
follow a in the lexical form? If in the lexical form, a is long like in basileiva, 
then an should be long; while in the lexical form, a is short like in glw:ssa, then 
an should be short. 

 
Follow the nominative form except in the case of exceptions stated above. 
e.g. basileiva  We know from the Nominative form that a at the end is long.  Thus a 
at the end of asileivan is long.  In the word ajlhvqeia, we know that a at the end is 
short, because of the way it is accented, but the exception rule tells us that it is short 
only in the Nominative singular and plural and Accusative singular, but everywhere 
else is long. 
 
3. For the genitive plural form the first declension nouns, should we always move 

the accent to the last and make it circumflex? For example: basileiw:n, glwssw:n, 
grafw:n, profhtw:n. 

 
4. For the changes of adjectives on page 26. The singular nominative feminine form 

of  divkaioV is dikaiva, and a is long here; while the plural nominative neuter form 
of it is divkaia, and a is short here. How to explain that? Maybe it is the same 
question as the first one. 

 
 
 
Second declension Masculine Noun 
 
An acute accent on the antepenult – follow a[nqrwpoV 
 

N oJ a[nqrwpoV oiJ a[nqrwpoi 
G/A tou: ajnqrwvpou tw:n ajnqrwvpwn 
D/L/I tw:/ ajnqrwvpw/ toi:V ajnqrwvpoiV 
Acc to;n a[nqrwpon tou;V ajnqrwvpouV 
V a[nqrwpe a[nqrwpoi 

 



 
An acute accent on the penult – follow lovgoV 
 

N oJ lovgoV oiJ lovgoi 
G/A tou: lovgou tw:n lovgwn 
D/L/I tw:/ lovgw/ toi:V lovgoiV 
Acc to;n lovgon tou;V lovgouV 
V lovge lovgoi 

 
 
 
An acute accent on the ultima – follow uiJovV 
 

N oJ uiJovV oiJ uiJoiv 
G/A tou: uiJou: tw:n uiJow:n 
D/L/I tw:/ uiJow/: toi:V uiJoi:V 
Acc to;n uiJovn tou;V uiJou:V 
V uiJev uiJoiv 

 
 
A circumflex on the penult – follow dou:loV 
 

N oJ dou:loV oiJ dou:oi 
G/A tou: douvlou tw:n douvlwn 
D/L/I tw:/ douvlw/ toi:V douvloiV 
Acc to;n dou:lon tou;V douvlouV 
V dou:le dou:loi 

 
 
 
 



Second declension Neuter Noun 
  
– follow dw:ron 
 

N to;J dw:ron ta; dw:ra 
G/A tou: dwvrou tw:n dwvrwn 
D/L/I tw:/ dwvrw/ toi:V dwvroiV 
Acc to; dw:ron ta; dw:ra 
V dw:ron dw:ra 

 
 

N to;J iJerovn ta; iJerav 
G/A tou: iJerou: tw:n iJerw:n 
D/L/I tw:/ iJerw:/ toi:V iJeroi:V 
Acc to; iJerovn ta; iJerav 
V iJerovn iJerav 

 
 


