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Prepositions 
 

ajnav   acc  up, among, between, again 
ajntiv   gen  opposite, instead of, against 

ajpov   abl  from, away from 

eijV   acc  into, to, in, unto 

ejk   abl  out of, from (before a vowel ejx) 

prov   abl  before 

suvn   inst  with, together with 

 

diav   gen  through 

   acc  because of, on account of 
ejn   loc  in, at, on 

   inst  by means of, by, with 
 
************************************************************* 
 

katav  gen  down, upon, against 

   acc  along, according to 
metav   gen  with 

   acc  after 
periv   gen  about, concerning 

   acc  around, about 
uJpevr   gen  in behalf of, for the sake of, instead of 

   acc  over, above, beyond 
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uJpov   abl  by (agency) 

   acc  under 

 

ejpiv   gen  on, upon, over, at, by  

(contact or position implied) 
   loc  on, in, above, upon, at, over 

(position  implied) 
   acc  over, across, upon, on, upto 

(motion implied) 
parav  abl  from (motion implied) (used in reception) 

   loc  with, beside, before, by the side of 
(position implied) 

   acc  beside, beyond, along 
provV   gen  for, for the sake of  

   loc  at, on, near (position  implied) 
   acc  toward, with, at, to 
 

1. These are true prepositions. 
There are other particles that partake of the nature of prepositions with an 
adverbial ideas added.  Those are not true prepositions.  They will be dealt in the 
study of adverbs. 

2. To help substantives express their case function. 
Preposition is normally positioned immediately before the substantive with which 
it is associated. 

3. Do not govern cases or “take objects.” 
They help substantives express their reltion to verbs or to other parts of speech. 

They mark the direction and position of the action expressed by the verbs. 

e.g.  fevrei dw:ra tou: oi[kou.   fevrei dw:ra ejk tou: oi[kou. 

4. The English equivalent of these prepositions are only representative or 
suggestive. 
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There can be many other possible English translations.  Therefore one should 
observe: 

a. the basic meaning 

b. the case construction with which it is used 

c. the particular use in any given context 

5. Compound Forms 
e.g. blevpw � diablevpw means “I see through” hence “I see clearly” 

1. Combined meaning 

     bainw   katabainw  “I go down” 

2. Intensified meaning 

     esqiw kataesqiw “I devour” 

3. Unaffected meaning 

kaluptw   katakaluptw  “I cover” 

6. Repetition of the Preposition 
ejkbavllei ejk tou: qhsaurou: aujtou:  Mt. 13:52 

      He brings out of his treasure. 

7. Elision 
Prepositions ending in a vowel drop the vowel when the next word begins with a 
vowel. 

e.g.  ajp= ajdelfou: 

 di= hJmerw:n 

 

Prepositions Before a smooth 
breathing 

Before a rough 
breathing 

ajntiv ajntiv ajnq= 

ajpov ajp= ajf= 

diav di= di= 

ejpiv ejp= ejf= 

katav kat= kaq= 
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metav met= meq= 

parav par= par= 

uJpov uJp= uJf= 

 


