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Vowel Sound 
 
Greek vowels α ε ι ο υ η ω 
Short fat met pit omelet foot   
Long father  magazine  tube obey tone 
 
 
Dipthongs (Always long)* 
 

αι aisle *except when at the end 

ει height/late  

οι oil *except when at the end 

αυ kraut  

ευ feud  

ου group  

υι wee  
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Consonant Sound 
 

Β β b 

Γ γ g (gift) 

ΓΓ γγ ng (sing) 

∆ δ d 

Ζ ζ z 

Θ θ th (theme) 

Κ κ k 

Λ λ l 

Μ µ m 

Ν ν n 

Ξ ξ x (relax) 

Π π p 

Ρ ρ r 

Σ σ (ς) s 

Τ τ t 

Φ φ ph (phonetic) 

Χ χ ch (chemical) 

Ψ ψ ps (taps) 
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Accents 
 
 

 short 
syllable 

long 
syllable

antipenult penult ultima example example 

acute yes yes yes yes yes   
   no yes long ajggevlou  
    long 

then no 
short dou:loV  

 
circumflex no yes no yes yes dou:loV karpou: 

    no long dou:loV douvlou 
    accented 

long 
short  

dou:loV 
 

 
 

grave 
acute 

on 
ultima 

+ word(s) ajdelfovV ajdelfovV douvlou ajdelfo;V douvlou

 
 
* The accent rules pretty straight forward other than the exceptions.  Exceptions are pretty difficult. 
 
As in the case of karpovV, which is a second declension noun, the exception is that an acute accent on the 
ultima in the nominative singular of second declension nouns changes to circumflex when the ultima 
becomes long except in the accusative plural.   
 
As far as lovgoV is concerned, the penult of logos is not long the acute accent can go on the short penult.  
(the rule says if the ultima is short and the penult is long (more like the ultima changes to short while the 
penult is originally long), the acute accent cannot go on the long penult).
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Accent Exercise 
 
 

a[ggeloV   logoV   douloV   
 
ajggevlou  logou   doulou   
 
ajggevlw/  logw/   doulw/   
 
a[ggelon  logon   doulon   
    
 
a[ggeloi  logoi   douloi   
 
ajggevlwn  logwn   doulwn  
 
ajggevloiV  logoiV   douloiV   
 
ajggevlouV  logouV   doulouV 
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English Tense 
 

Past 
I worked 

Present 
I work 

Future 
I will work 

past perfect 
I had worked 

present perfect 
I have worked 

future perfect 
I will have worked 

past continuous 
I was working 

present continuous 
I am working 

future continuous 
I will be working 

ACTIVE 

past perfect 
continuous 
I had been working 

present perfect 
continuous 
I have been working 

future perfect 
continuous 
I will have been working 

Past 
The students were 
taught 

Present 
The students are taught 

Future 
The students will be 
taught 

past perfect 
The students had been 
taught 

present perfect 
The students have been 
taught 

future perfect 
The students will have 
been taught 

past continuous 
The students were 
being taught 

present continuous 
The students are being 
taught 

future continuous 
The students will be 
being taught 

PASSIVE 

past perfect 
continuous 
The students had been 
being taght 

present perfect 
continuous 
The students have been 
being taught 

future perfect 
continuous 
The students will have 
been being taught 
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Verb (essential) 
 

past 
present 

Time of action 

future 
progressive 
undefined 

Tense 

Kind of action 

perfected 
 

Active 
Passive 

Voice 

Middle (action 
returning to the subj) 

 
Real Mood (mode) Action 

Potential 

Indicative: that 
confirms the 
reality of the 
action from the 
viewpoint of the 
speaker 

 
Number Infinitive Person 

singular plural 
First person I do We do 
Second person You do You do 
Third person He, She does They do 

 
 

To do 

 


